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Summar y

A targetedexcavation wasindertakae by members of the local communitgcluding pupils from
Ullapool High Schoolat Inverlal Townshipbetween th&" and 1¢' of October2021.Although
known through documentary sourcéle sitelocated at the south end of Loch Browras
previouslyentirely un-excavatedThis limited excavation is part of a wider project which has
included a walkover survey and will include further excavations in 2022.

The excavationvas primarily a training exercise but asoned to attain datingnd occupation
evidence for structures on the south of Riger Lael. It and was limited by volunteer numbers to
two trenches over two structures noted during the walkover survey.

This Interim report aims to make the initial findirggilableto all interested partiess soon as
possible. Further reports and recommendations will follo022.
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Legislation and Policy

The commonprinciplesunderlyinginternationalconventions nationallegislationand local
authority planningpolicies are that cultural heritageassetsshouldbe identified in advanceof
developmentind safeguardedvherepradicable;if disturbancds unavoidableappropriate
recordingof featuresand recoveryof portableartefactsshouldtake place. Thesehavebeenset
outin internationalagreementsJK and Scottishlegislation,aswell asnationalandlocal
planningpdliciest.

Professionaktandards maintained throughout the present project adhered to the Codes of Conduct
and Approved Practice and Standards of the Chartered Indtituégchaeologisté
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Glossary

DBA i Desk based Assessment

DES’ Discovery and Excavation Scotland

HET i Historic Environment Tam

HEST Historic Environment Scotland

HHER Highland Historic Environment Record: Reference numbers starting
MHG are HHER ID nurbers and

EHG numbers are records of archaeology work recorded on the HER

NGR1 National Grid Reference

=A =4 =8 =8 =9

= =4

NLS T National Library of Scotland
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Location

The study areas defined byhe Project Desigis located at NGR NH 183 854 and is crossed by
the A835 road between Inverness and Ullapool at the SE end of Loch Broom. It has an overall
footprint of approximately 3 square kilometres and incorporates Inverlael, Inverlael Farm, the
farmstead of Glensquaib and a portion of Inverlael Forest (Fig@uaad3).
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Figure 37 Dig 1 location area
From OS mapping, reproduced under Licence.
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Excavation focused oran area south of tHeiver Lagl between the modern track awdoded area
around the old lodge. The two trenches were locatdifs& NH 18332 852@ (Trench 3) and NGR
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Figure 4 - Trench locationsalso showing surrounding recorded archaeology.
From OS mapping, reproduced under Licence.
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| ntroducti on

Following an archaeologicaleskbasedassesment anavalkover surveya targeted excavatidras

been commi ssioned as pabtLobosofl bvkeapael : MEsadMNTr B
community archaeology projetttat is designed to help characterise and contextualise the history

and archaeologgf a large block of land situated at the S end of Loch Broom in the Scottish

Highlands (Figure® and3 above), whichrelates tahe modern settlement of Inverlael along with

the extant remains of further rural settlement sites that were forcibly cleattesi1820s by the

then landowner, George Mackenzie of Cétighland Archaeology Servicémscoordinate the

archaeological investigationBoth dgital technologyand volunteering opportunitiésve been

usedto help create and expand community engageiaed participation, thereby fulfilling the

projectdéds overarching vision to increase awarene:
capacity and assemble a committed group of advocates to help support local heritage over the long

term.

Thedesk based assessment provided a baseline of known archaeological features using available
sources including the Highland Historic Environment Record and historic mapping. The walkover
surveydelivered trainindor local volunteers, as well as tdentifying and recordin@66 features

thought tomake up the townshignd itsassociated shieling$he excavation was open to all and
providedfurthertraining opportunitieso local volunteers and school groups, as wetkasvering

data and material to aid the further understandirgf the site This report details the

methodologies used and timerim results ofexcavation 1A full DBA and walkover report are
available separately

Archaeol& gHicsalBackad ound

A variety of sourcesvereconsuled to assess the presence and nature of known heritage features in
the vicinity of thestudy areaThis includes the HHER as well as the national sites and monuments
record (Canmore). Historic maps (though the Na&jboth the old and new Statistical Acots

for the Parish of Lochbroom. A total 2fi separate feature areas were noted, although some of
these contain multiple features under one redemdher detail is available through the walkover
survey reporbut some of the more relevant informatisrgiven here.

Historic Environment Record

The principler e c or d f o rasétbfdes@iptibna @& thedruined structures and walls
highlighted north of the River LaéMHG7834. The reported number and condition of the
structures hervariesacioss accounts from different yeaf$ere is also a record of a sporran
mount recovered during metal detectinghe mid1 9 9 .(ldisswas identified asnal8" century
chil dbés br on abkichwags allocatedrihrongh Treasure Trove to InvernesseMim
(Acc. No. 1997.50p

South of the river the only record for the area of the current trenctied isf a single post
medieval boundary dyke=corded ir2005(MHG33442).

Historic Maps

Theearliest map of the area that provides useful detail ia@byTimothy Pontfrom between

158396 which depicts the end of Loch Broom and the valley of the River(saeFigure5).* This

map depi atod | &l rmmvestolithe river,Balblaihto the south east, and a series of

other rural settlemenfsrtherup t he ri ver vall &y, including 6GI en

3 McKeggie L. I. 2021

4Pont 4(1)

Highland Archaeology Services Limited
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Figure 5 - Extract from Pont 4(1) 158396 showing valley
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A
of River Lael

Another useful map is created by General Roy as part of his military sénw@yaround 175@see

Figure6). Thisdepicts | nver | i el 6 agai n t goadappeoachiogrtframthef t he r
north and surrounded by agricultural fieldspair of settlements to the south of the river are

labelled 6 L i ewfthithe lowldnd ground filled with agriculturé possble pair of buildings are

depicted on either side of tikentributary burn in the Glen Sguaib grbat no further settlement is

detailed in the glen.

ey

Figure 6 - Extract from Roy's milita map from NLS Georeferenced map facility)

The 1% edition Ordnance Survey (OS) map was surveyed ime¢lgienin 1875, more than 50 years

after thearea was cleared. This detailed map depicts the unroofed remaageaf buildings and
enclosures within open fields. Thel nver | ael 6 | abel is now associat e
immediately adjacent to the rotmthe north of the sitéd small group of roofed buildingdose to

the north side of the river are labelled>r e y dndthe areado the south of the river is

annot at e dathowlathdbd ialidibng t o the south o.f Tihhe soUd | s
bend in the river in which the mausoiydghem i s | ocat
single mausoleum is knovand is thoughto containjustone buriallt is possible that the many

clearance cairns in this area were misinterpreted by thesorapyor agrave markers.

Highland Archaeology Services Limited
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No structures are depicted in the region of the current repodsaiansbetween thénverlael
Lodge, the school house and the river.
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Figure 7 - Extract from OS 6 inch map surveyed 1875
(Rossshire and Cromartyshire Mainlastieet XXXV, not to original scale

/ / el idogelgpe

OS Name book

The OS name boajives information about th@lacenames gathered during the surveying of the
first edition OS maps. The information wgathered with input from local occupiérén this case
from Mr Mundel of Inverlael, Mr Gray of Glensquaib, and Murdo Macl&ohoolmasdr,
presumably of the school at Inverlagho provide:

Inverlael:Applies to a substantial dwelling house with outbuildings attached Situate on the
E [East] Side of the County road aout 6 miles from Ullapool Property of Sir Robert Ramsay
MacKenzie Bart[Baronet}

Thefollowing information was supplied bjohn Fowler Eguire of Braemore, Alexander Cameron
of Croftown and William Campbell of Croftown:

Balblair: Applies to a small district Situate on the E. [East] side of the county between
Garve & Ullapol at the head of Loch Broom, and on the S. [South] side of River Lael,
embracing Inverlael Lodge and surrounding enclosures. It is the site of an old hamlet and
still retains the original name. It is on the property of Sir Robert Ramsay MacKenzie Bart.
[Baronet}

These entries tell us that tharoofed buildings depicted on theapare indeed ruinsand confirms
the uses of the buildings that remain in occupation

Desk Based Assessment Discussion

The desk based assessment confirrasttiep | a ¢ e nnavireersl adell 6 and 6 Bal bl
as far as the f6century albeit with some variations in spelling. They are, however, inconsistent.

ai

Some version of &6l nverl ael 6 s e e mhastoticanappimg, st on

508S1/28/23/5
60S1/28/23/10
Highland Archaeology Services Limited
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but the namealso appeart® the south of the river. Balblas even less consistemfften being

entirely absentn the OS Namebook Ba |l bl ai r 6 i s g emiretynof thesiinoushe name o0
settlementwith Inverlael being used to refer to thteuctures stilin use.This makes it difficult to

shed light on the differentiation, if any, betwdbasettlements in this area.

It is clear that there was significant activity in this region during the niiccéBtury, with the
construction oflax-works,a possit# Inn andstories of visitingHanoveriartroops at this time.

Activity continued into the later part of the century, with the construction of the road and bridge. A
c hi | do platsfpuad at the site dates to tara.

Excavation 1

Aims and Objectives
Excavation Jhas contributed to several of the overall aims of the projeaese include:

1 To deliver a minimum of three weeks of community excavations delivered in three blocks
between April 2021 and September 2Q@élayed)

1 To deliver a progamme of community training workshops in a range of archaeological
techniques, finds recording and management, and other archaeological skills, including
working with identified student groups from Ullapool High School.

1 To use digital technology and socmakdia to engage as broad a selection of the local and
wider community as possible

In line with the projects stated aims this excavation was primarily a training opportunity for local
people to gain skills understanding and appreciation for an importdrateslogical site. Secondly

this training was given focus with useful research questions. Attempting to answer these questions
informed site selection and excavation methods.

As noted in the DBA above the area of the site to the south of the River asgrabably the least
understood prior to the walkover survey but appeared in some maps to be treated differently to the
remains on the north side of the river. It was not clear why this might be the case, but it has been
speculated that this might be aarler phase of the site or that it had a different use. Furthermore
data collected during the walkover survey indicated that the structures in this part of the site were in
a more degraded condition than those in other areas. With this in mind (togighheasy access

from a publicly available carpark) structures in this area were chosen for excavation to try and shed
light on the following research questions of the project.

1 The origins and development of the Inverlael settleiinghen was the townghiat Inverlael
founded and how did it develop and grow? (This links to SCARF Modern%).6.1

1 Balblair settlement Where exactly was the settlement, how large was it? When and why did
it disappear leaving so little trace? (This also links to SCARF Mdgléri-5)

1 Economy and living standardsvhat did dayto-day life for the inhabitants of the township
involve and how did they make a living? (Artefactual evidence will link to SCARF Modern
6.5.1&24

”Mckeggie & Young 2020. P7
Highland Archaeology Services Limited
November 2021
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i The outside world how was the settlement connectedhe outside world and what evidence
exists to illuminate wider economic, trade and social links? (This links to SCARF Modern
3.5.15)

Methodology

Due to time restriction two structures were selected for excavation with the provision for more to be
invedigated should time allow. In the event only one structurefulgsopened(Trench 3)with a
de-turffed strip opened though the secdmdench 4) Both of these were photographed priar to

during and afteexcavation and both were drabm volunteers to duce plansit the maximum

stage of excavation. Levels were recorded usmgpdical levelcorrected viahe Ordinance Survey
Inverlael Bridgebenchmark

All excavationincluding turf strippingvas undertaken by hatath due to the naturd the site,
safety implications ofising machinery and sensitivity to the local environm@lttrecording
includingfinds, sample andontext descriptiongere undertaken by volunteex#h training from
HAS staff.

; \
% 1

% N
s Q@%/‘ N
Trench 4 @%}/ v
Vo NN

X \

Trench3

0o 1 2 4 Meters

Figure 8 - Trench 3 and 4 layout
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November 2021
12



Lost Inverlael: Community Excavation 1
Interim Data Structure Report

Description of Recorded Archaeology

The area in which the two trenches were opened was found to consist of ruff grazing ldodgvith
grass and reeds.

Trench 3

This trench wagpenedover an entire structure with staggeredssrbulks separatirfigur areas
(seeFigure9). Thefull extentof the trench was coverdyy aturf and topsoilayer(001)which
varied in thickness from around 68 to virtually nothing were stones protruded though.

Beneaththis two contextavere initially noted (003) comprisedf many roundedocal stones
manyof which werevery looseand werescattered across thench This was interpreted as wall
collapse As the lose stones were removaassiblén situ walls(002) wererevealedin places

The different areas of the trench produced different results in terms of structure. Details are given
below with area C giving the clearest results.

0 1 2 Meters
|

Figure 9 - Trench 3 showing areas

Highland Archaeology Services Limited
November 2021
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Area A

Area Aformed the south most quadrant of the trench. Some stone was visible in this area even
before the turf was removed and following turf stripping clear wall edges, @2)ell as loose
tumble (003) were noted. Aside from the turf (001) and very few of the loderes003)

nothing further was removed from this area and the gdsilsits maximum state of excavation.
While along wall was evident running NM8E, the NESW gable was not disenable from the
tumble and no corner stones were evident. The groundbeidver slopenore steeplylownalong
the SEextent

0 0.5 1 Meters

Figure 11- Area A post ex plan Figure 10- Area A post excavation facing NW

Area B

Area Bformed the SE part of the trench and was found to contain much loose tumbled stone (003).
This coveredthe whole of the areahich slopednoresteeply down at the SE entumble wa

removed across tHéW of thearea revealing some stones thought to be infsitoing inner and
outerwall faces from the NWASE long wall. These were however sporadic and hard to follow and
similarly to Area A the NESW gable was natiscerniblefrom the rubblealthough the ground

sloped away in the [a8m of the trenchLoose stone was removed from the ingitithe structure

and came down onta patchyorangeand blackdeposit withdegraded stond®04), whichwas

sampled <08>. Within the rubble (03) at the SE end of the flat ar@art of a distinctive glass

vessel was recovered (find2#, see finds below).

Highland Archaeology Services Limited
November 2021
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Figur ‘
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Figure 13- Area B post ex plan
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Area C

AreaC, thenorthmost areawasbest preservedith aclear inner wall face angections of outer

wall face evident ttough most of tis quadrantlt was clear from this that the walls of the structure
(002) were of dryocal stone witha daible skin rouble ca constructioraround0.6m thick.A
possible threshold stone was also natexlind 1.8m from the inner gabta theNNE facing wall.
This possible threshold stone wa8min lengthby 0.4mwidth andaround twice the size of those
around it. It appearett form part of the inner face of the wall (002he north corner of Are@,
outside the structura mixedbrown black silty gravel (009) was noted contairfiregjuentglass

and ceramidragments Thisareawas interpreted as a middebut it was not cleaif this was
contemporary with the use of the buildi#dso in the far south corner of area C, within the
structure a smablurfaceof flat slab stoneappeared to have bene |14l 0). Directly beneath these
slabs adark layer with small stong€®11)was noted A similarsandy sillayer (QL2) was also noted
beneathwalls (002). Both (011) and (012) appeared similar to the surrounding topsoil and may have
beenan old ground surface.

2 Meters

Figure 14 - Area C post ex facing SE

Figure 15- Area C post ex plan

Beneaththe wall tumblg(003) andwithin the structurgtwo more contexts were notg@07)was
notedinsidethe possible threshoktoneand consisted of darkbrown/black sandy clay patatith

no stonesfrequent charcoal chunks and rodthis was sampled002>. (008) to the nortlof (007)

and also within the structure/as aiight grey brown sandy silt around frequent small stones ¢.10cm
squarewith some graveandinfrequent charcoal patchebhis contextwas also sampled003>

Highland Archaeology Services Limited
November 2021
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Area D

Area Dwaslocatedin the NE corner of trench 3. Following the removal of the tufittle topsoil
rubble (003) was noted across the east side of the quadrant with further topsoilvestdra area.
Rubble (003) was removed as much as possible althoyghdes ths was very difficult to discern
from possible walls (002)Along boththeinner and outer edgkarger stones were identified as
probably outer skin of the walls but these were not particularly, depeciallyon theNW gable
wall. No corner stones wervidentduring the excavatian

Inside the walls (00Zpur distinctcontexts were noteéHat topped sandstone slalfd 6) were
noted close to the surface in a small patctt may have been part of the same event as (010) in
area CNW of this agrey biown mottleddepositwith orange and black patchesluding charcoal
(014) was noted and sampled <80%0 the SE of the slabs a smakeea of patchyark greyand
brown sandy clay with some charcoal fle¢@&5)was observed015) appeared to run undgabs
(016) and was sampled06>. Finally within the structure in areaddark giey brown sandy silt
with small stones and some gray@l7)was notedn the SE corner of the arg@17) was also
sampled007>.

Figure 16- Area D post ex plan
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Figure 1- Area D ost ex facing E

Trench 4

Trench 4 was 4.2m wideslot taken acrosstructurea68a little to theNE of trench 3geeFigure

8). The slot was 6.1m long and se&d the two long walls of the structure. Due to the limited time

and volunteer numbers the turf and a little topsoil (013) was removed and the trench cleaned before
a plan was draw (Dr.4). This limited excavation revealed the two walls (018) & (019) were
constructed of rounded local stone witimble both within (020) and without. A limited number of

stray finds were recovered from the topsoil (see below). The overall structure was not further
exposed.

Summary of Finds

Finds weraecovered from ki trencheswith the majority being discovered irench 3due to
much more work taking place thets.trench 3tems wereencountered both within the topsoil
(001)amongsthe wall collapse (003) and in a patch of probable midden in the north most obrn
trench3 (009) outwith the structure.

Materials vary fronglass, ceramic, irgiieatherand bone

Highland Archaeology Services Limited
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Glass

Figure 18- Fragments of an eagle embossed Hamilton Bottlgdled Dingwall mineral water (find 24).

Over 274 glass fragments were recovered during the excavation of Tremblessfragments

which varied in sizewere locatedhroughout the topsoil strip and within the collapse of the
structure One of the fragments that was uncoveredrea B,was theremans if an eagle embossed
Hamiltonbottle,ladledDingwall mineral watefFind 24). With a smaller fragment of the same

bottle type alswecovered from Area D (Find 15Jhese typef bottleswerecommonly referred to

as "round bottom sodas" or "ballast textt, as it wadelieved that many of them were imported
from England as "ballasth ships returning to the United Statksi r i ng £ Also,hdn@ 0006 s
blown green glasbottle neckFind 9), wasuncoveredn Area D of Trench 3as well aseveral
otherapparently hand blown pieces (Find 10 & Find®)is hand blownglass is likely to be of an
earlier datehan other glass recovered from the site.

Figure 191 Hand blown green glass neck fragmengfind 9)

8 Hamilton Bottleshttps://sha.org/bottle/bases.htm
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Ceramic

Figure 20- Collection of ceramics and glass uncovered from Trench, 8ind 6)

A large assemblage of ceramigasuncovered from theopsoiland the collapsef the structure
located within Trench 3. Theeramicfragments were discovered varying thicknesses and sizes,
comprising ofpatternecthinavare,earthenwarestonavare andjlazed potteryAll of these
fragments appeared to point to a posidieval datel-ind 6 located within Ared of Trench 3,
comprised of crearstone wardragments,one ofwhich had been stamped with a numberTlie
stem of a clay pipd-ind 18, was alsaincoveredwithin the collapse of the structure in Area D.
Tobacco was introduced to Scotlandhe early 17 centuryand ts use became widespread, both
for smoking and taking snufff

Ly \o,o w:3 SLOT & (oon)

Figure 21 - Clay pipe stem(Find 18)

9 Calder, Jenni (eq1989 The Wealth of a Natioin the National Museums of Scotland, National Museums
of Scotland: Edinburgh
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Stone

Figure 22 - Possible shale or whetston@~ind 21)

A total offorty fragments of stone were recovered from Trendrihg the excaations. These
mainly comprised of medium sized fragments of chalvever several fragmentsaiartz,
possible shale, flint and slate were also uncovered. Find 21, a fraganeistonpossibly used as
whetstone was uncoveredttre topsoil in Area AbTrench 3. A worked slat@=ind 2, with a nail

hole located on its upper erntiought to berbm Ballachulishquarryandwas uncoveredithin the
topsoil of TArea C of Trench 3.

Figure 23 - Find 2 Slate uncovered in Area A, Tench 3
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Iron

Several irorfinds were discovered during the excavation of Trench 3. These comprizedrof
nail (Find 19 located in Area Bneasuring 5.5cm, two hob na{Bind 12 which are possibly
associated with the leather boot uncovered in Areadiive smallearthy iron fragmentg=ind 5
located in Area B of Trench 3.

Figure 24 - Iron nail Find 19 and two hob nails(Find12)
Leather
Several fragmentand the outer soul of a leather bdéind 11,was uncovered in theollapse of
Area D, within Trench 3. The boot was accompanied with two hohrfitel 12 which may have
been used to attach the soul to the boot.

Figure 25 - Leather boot uncovered in Area D, Trench JFind 11)

Highland Archaeology Services Limited

November 2021
22



Lost Inverlael: Community Excavation 1
Interim Data Structure Report

Bone
A singlefragment ofanimal bond=ind 13was recovered frorArea D inn Trench 3. Possiba
phalanggtoebong from a sheepor goat

Figure 26 - Phalange(toe bong possibly from asheep or goa(Find 13)

Training Outcomes

Theexcavatiom provided excellent opportunity fovolve volunteers and school groups in the
project and to provide training that canuiiised for further heritage activities.

The participants learned:to

deturfing and backfilling

take digital photographs with scales

recognise and descrilaechaeological contexts

excavate archaeologically following contexts

identificationand recorihg artefacts including find regiers and filling out find bags
create scale plans of archaeological trengh&ading scale andymbology
recording levels sing a dumpy

take samples from appropriate contexts and

create numbering systems that allow the datsettied together

E N

All participants were encourageddngage in all aspects of the prockem excavation to small
finds, drawing and recording caxts. No aspect of the work was carried out exclusively by HAS
staff so participants were able to undertake all parts of the process. Voluvitderdtogether and
were encouraged take time to understanthat they were diggingnd thinkaboutthe wider
context of finds etc
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Feedback was positive and participants expressedtansiasm for continuinghe sessions also
provided & opportunity for the adult volunteers to meetdikended people with similar interests,
and for the school groups to rewnée their classroom learning with remdbrld practical
applications Everyone felt the benefit of being outdoors in extraordinary sceadythe mental
health benefits are likely to have besrparticular note followingocial estrictions and stress
caused by the global Coronavi pandemic.

Di scus&i@@oncl usi ons

The first week of excavations at Inverlael were limited by participant numbers to just one excavated
trench and one slot. Trench 4 over structureva@8thus confined to a simple slobraving only

the turf and a little topsoil. Thisonfirmed the presence of walls as well as recovering a small
selection of general finds including glass and ceramics.

Trench 3 was more comprehensively excavatetireeded long walls and extensive tunstdrom

the structureA threshold stone was also noted in the east long asiivell as what may have been

a laid stone floor. Beneath the tumble within the structure charcoal rich deposits were also noted
and sampledAlthough the long walls appearedtieconstructed with double skirandrubble

core no corner stones were visible and soeith east gable was not identified throtigitumble

Dueto thefeatures preservatioit,was not possible to be sudthoughit seems likelythat the
structuein trench 3hadrounded gabledf this is the cas¢hen it may push the date of the structure
back slightly as rounded gables tend to be a feature of earlier buildings than square cdimered.
walls were also found to sit directly on a topsoil lik@akst with no extensive foundations. This
would not be unusual of mamyedieval anghostmedieval structures in the area. The finds from
trench 3 werglentiful although none were recovered from layers beneath the tufsbthey were
located within the roble and topsoillathe finds shoulde considered as stray and may wamdkt
date the structure.

Flgure7 - ork \\‘V
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Recommendati ons

As most of the findsvere from the tumble and topsaks well agrom apossible midde outside
the structure in trench, they arenot necessarilyontemporary with the structurddespite this
these finds can still give a valuable insight into the local asahey are unlikely thavetravelled
very faronce brokenlt is therefore reammendedhat all ceramic and glasstefactsare submitted
to specialists for further reporting and typological dating.

In addition the samples collected from within the structure in trench 3 are possessed for analysis
including botanical and that char¢@a other suitable material is selected for Radio Carbon dating.
This should givdurther information for local environment as well as a posslbte for the

structure Thesepost excavation tasksill be combined with those from the next two excavations
into an overall project post excavation research design (PERD).

Figure 28: Trenc 3 ju before backfilling
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Ar chi ve

This part of the project produced 5 drawings over 6 sheaimnples and 26 bags of firaswell
as digital photographs and registers (see below).
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Appendices
Table 1: Photo Register

Photo No. Facing | Description

3942 SE pre-ex Trench.3

43-44 NW pre-ex Trench.3

45-46 NW pre-ex Trench 4

47-49 SE pre-ex Trench

50-58 var gen shots Trench.3

59-66 var gereral shots Trench.4

6874 var pre-trench 3. Area A

7578 var pre-ex trench 3 Area b

7981 var pre-ex trench 3 Area D

82-87 var pre-ex trench 3 Area c

88--90 var mid-ex trench 3 Area ¢

91--92 var mid-extrench 3 Area D

9394 var mid-ex trench 3 Area B

6/10/21

95-98 var working shots

99102 NE trench 3 area b deturfed

103 SE trench 3 area b deturfed

104-105 NE Trench 3 area D deturfed

106 NW Trench 3 area D deturfed

107 SE Trench 3 area D detfed

108111 var trench 3 area c deturfed

112117 var gereral working hots

118120 var close up of leather shoe

121-127 var pre-ex d trench 4

128131 var find 11 leather shoe in situ

132-133 var pottery in situ

134-136 SE trench 3d midex

137-138 NW trench 3d mid ex

139143 SE trench 3b midex with possible floor layer

144-146 NW trench 3c mid ex with possible floor layer

147 E Trench 4 following deturf

148150 SE Trench 3 area C showing walls exposed and possible floor
(003) removed

151 NW Trench 3 area C showing walls exposed and possible floor
(003) removed

152-154 SW Trench 3 area C showing walls exposed and possible floor
(003) removed

155156 SE Trench 3 area B as left 8th

157-158 SE Trench 3 area D as left 8th
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Photo No. Facing | Description

159 SSE Trench 3 ara C showing possible floor (010) and beneath
(011)

160 NE Trench 3 area C showing wall (002) beneath (012)

161-2 SE Trench 3 area D with (003) tumble removed

1634 E Trench 3 area D with (003) tumble removed

165 SE Trench 3 area D with (003) tumble rexred

166-167 E Trench 3 area D with (003) tumble removed

168169 NW Trench 3 Area A deturfed

170 SE Trench 3 Area A deturfed

171-173 NW Glass bottle in situ

174176 NW Trench 3 Area B rubble (003)mainly removed

177-180 E Trench 3 Area B rubble (O@Bainly removed

181-182 NW Trench 3 Area A deturfed

183187 SE Trench 3 Area A deturfed

188 NE Trench 4 deturfed

189 SW Trench 4 deturfed

190-196 var trench 3 general shot

197-8 var Trench 3 Area D showing possible floor (016) and clay (01
well as topsoil like material under wall (002)

199 SW Trench 3 backfilled

200 NE Trench 4 backfilled

201 SW Trench 4 backfilled

202 NW Trench 3 backfilled

203 S Agreed left spoil and stones
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Table 2: Context register

Context | Trench | Area | Type Description Finds | Plans | Samples | Interpretation
number
1 3 topsoil Dark brown root iih loam in trench 3 1-8, Turf with topsail
21,
22,
2 3 structure | Large irregular stones of various size wihiave been 24 Dr 1, wall surrounding
constructed to fornthe walls of a building Dr 2, buildings
Dr 3,
Dr5
3 3 collapse | frequent stones of various sizes with soil light brown , simil{ 9-20 | Dr 1, collapse of walls of
topsoil, root mass throughtsmall ubble/gravel, glass, flecks Dr 2, structure
Dr 3,
Dr5
4 3 B deposit | Possible clay and charcoal deposit, m@hge/ terracoa colour Dr3 possible renains of
area B also patcheaxf degraded stones which may account fq burning
yellow and orange patches
5 3 B deposit | Light browncrumbly soil with mottled blacknd dark brown Possible floor surface
soil. located beneath collapse in area B possible trampled.
6 3 B surface | Tightly pached cobbles approx. 10cm diam. Possible collap; possible cobbled floor
area B surface
7 3 C deposit | Darkbrown/black of sandy clay patch in area C. no stones Dr1 Area of burned material
frequent charcoal chunks and roots possibly washed into
lower part of area C
probably beneath floor.
in front of possible
threshold

Highland Archaeology Services Limited

November 2021

29




Lost Inverlael: Community Excavation 1

Interim Data Structure Report

Context | Trench | Area | Type Description Finds | Plans Samples | Interpretation

number

8 3 C deposit | Light greybrown sandy silt around frequent small stones Dr1 base of soils possibly
¢.10cm squire and some gravel infrequent charcoal patcheg from under floor within
area C house

9 3 C deposit | Brown black siltgravel with high proportion of coal fragment| 23 Drl dump or midden
glass and small stones. In patch in NNE corner of area C

10 3 C structure | Area of flat topped stones with structure forming level Drl possible floor
surface. Formed from | ocal
squire.

11 3 C deposit | Noted directly beneath 010. Dark brown with small stones possible material
¢.10cm square and possible gravel. very similar to topsoil al supporting possible
tumble 003 floor 010

12 3 C deposit | Dark brown sandy silt with gravel and few stones dile old ground
beneath walls 002 surface/topsoil beneath

wall
13 4 - deposit | Dark brown root €h loam in trench 4 25, Turf and topsoil trench
26 4

14 3 D deposit | Gary brown mottled with orange and black patches sandy s Dr2 burned material 8n
with charcoal house

15 3 D deposit | Dark grey brown with grey and brown patches, sandy clay v Dr2 clay possibly below floo
some charcoal flecks goes under (016)

16 3 D structure | Gary flat topped sandstone slabs 35cnuisgjand 50cm by Dr2 slab floor
27cm. bcal stone layer flat

17 3 D deposit | Dark grey brown sandy silt with small stones and some gray Dr2 unknown deposit

18 4 - structure | Line of stones including local larger (20cm by 30cm) rounde Dr4 Rubble built stone wall
examples and many smaller running N8 across SW end of
trench.
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Context | Trench | Area | Type Description Finds | Plans Samples | Interpretation

number

19 4 - structure | Line of stones including local larger (20cm by 30cm) rounde Dr4 Rubble built stone wall
examples and many smaller running N8# across NE end of
trench.

20 4 - deposit | Mixed topsoil and rubble Dr4 Fill within structure Tr.4
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Table 3: Sample Register

Sample No.

Trench

Context

Description

=

w

Piece of charcoal

N

w

Sample of deposit in front of threshold in structure. Charg
flecks andsome small stones

Grey brown sandy silt within structure under rubble

Deposit outside structure at ground level with charcoal

14

Deposit with burned material within structure area D

Ul bW

Wl W ww

15

Deposit with clay patches and occasional cbalravithin
structure area D

\l

w

17

Deposit gritty material within structure

Orange and black deposit in area b

Table 4: Finds table

Find No.

Trench

Context

Material Description

1

3

1

mixed mixed ceramics glass and céam de turfing
trench 3 Area C

23 fragmentf coal (between 50mriOmm)
9 fragmentsf Dark Green Glass (possibly
from the same bottleas three of the pieces fit
togethey

7 fragmentsf Green Glass

1 fragmentof Brown Glass (bottle?)

1 fragmentof light green glass

5 fragmentsof clear glass

1 fragmentof white porcelain

4 fragmentsf cream glazed porcelain

2 smallfragmentsof patternegorcelain

6 smallfragmentof fie white glass (lamp
globe)

2 smallfragmentsof white mise porcelain

1 fragmentof brownearthenware

2 fragmentsof clinker?

mixed mixed material from trench 3 Area B
slate243.84cmby 152.4cnmwith nail whole in
the top

2 fragmentsof ceramic

5 fragmentf glass

mixed mixed material from de turfing Area D
4 smallfragments of glass

mixed mixed material Area A trench 3
1 fragmentof green glass 5 x 32cm

mixed mixed material area Area B trench 3 topsoil
12 glasdragmentd clear with a green hint
Possibly the remains of a bottle

1 triangulardark green glss fragment

1 triangular white ceramic fragment
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1 piece of coal
5 earthy iron fragments

mixed

mixed material from trench 3 Area D cerami
and glass

10 fragments of clear glass

67 fragments of pale green glabm

2 bottlebottoms(thick green glas, hand
blown?)

12 fragments of thicker green glass

7 creamchina with brown rim decoration, 1
fragmentwith a no.10 stamped on it

10 fragments ofream china

18 creanpottery fragmentsheavily marked
where glaze has come off

Additional;

3 stones, 1 fragent of quartand 2 unknown
fragments

mixed

mixed materialglass,quartz and ceramic fron
trench 3 Area C

3 fragments of white china (quite thick)

2 fragments of cream stoneware

2 fragments of fine white china (Bone china
one of which had gdlpatterning

2 fragments of brown pottery

6 fragmentf light green glass

7 fragments of dark green glass

2 fragments of clear glass

3 black stong

2 fragments of quartz

”

charcoal

fragments of charcoal located outside struct
in trench 3 Area C
11 small fragments of charcoal

glass

bottle neck
1 fragment of a green glass bottle neck,
measuring 9.5cm

10 3 3 glass

shard of glass
1 fragment of thick green glass

11 3 3 leather

part of boot Area D
Several fragments of a leather boot

12 3 3 iron

hobnails Area D
2 hobnails possibly associated with the boot

13 3 3 bone

Area D

piece of bone

1 fragment of animal bone, possible toe bon
Measured 0.05mrnm length

14 3 3 mixed

glass and ceramic area b
5 fragments of clear glass
4 fragments of browglass
1 fragment of ceramic

15 3 3 mixed

glass and ceramic area d
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1 fragment ofa glass vessel (light green in
colour)

10 fragments of dark green glass

3 fragmentf thick green glass

7 fragments of glazed crem pottery

1 small fragment of charcoal

16

glass

glass fragments
1 fragment of fine green glass
1 fragment of thick green glass

17

mixed

fragments of glass and ceramics

8 clearglass fragments size range from-2
3.5cm

9 ceramic fragments (2 with a thin blue stipg
size range 1:4cm

18

clay

clay pipe stem Area D
1 small white pipe stem made from clay
roughly 5cm long and 0.5cm in diameter

19

iron

nail Area B
An Iron nail5.5cm in length

20

mixed

Glass and ceramics Area D

An assortment of green and clear glass and
pottely fragments of varying thickness and s
between 1cm and 8cm in length

1 fragment of coal

23 fragments of green glass

2 fragments of clear glass

5 fragments of pottery

211

stone

Possible shale Area A
Shalestonemeasured®cm by 5cm
Possible whetst®e?

21.2

mixed

Mixed finds located in Area D
3 fragments of clear glass

1 fragment of thin green glass
1 rhomboid ceramic fragment

22

mixed

glass and ceramics area A
3 fragments of green glass, range of size 2
3.5cm

23

mixed

glass and ceramfrom Area C

33 glassfragmentsandsinglefragmentsof
ceramic

The glass is mixed green and clear blue,
ranging from ¥7cm in sizejncluding a small
glob of glass rusff. The ceramic is white,
both thick and thinranging from 1cm to 6¢cm,
includes almst a complete teacup handle.

1 small fragment of coal

24

glass

glass vessel with pointed base and lettering
1 largewhole fragment of glass vessel

13 small fragments of glass (possibly from t
same vessgl

25

13

mixed

finds from deturfing and til
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4 fragments of clear glass, ranging in size
1.5cm4cm

4 fragments of green glassmall fragment of
bottle neck, size ranging 2eftm

5 fragments of potternsize ranging from
1.5cm3cm

26 4 13 mixed mixed ceramics glass and flint
2 fragmentsof Glass
2 fragmentsf mise porcelain
1 fragmentof slate
1 fragmentof charcoal
1 fragmentof flint
Table 5: Drawing registers
Drawing | Trench Area Context Plan or Description
No. No. No. Section
1 3 C 002, 003; | Plan Post ex plarshowing possible
010 floor and rubble removed
2 3 D 002,003, | plan Post ex plan showing possiblg
14,15,16 floor and rubble removed
3 3 B 002, 003, | Plan Post ex plan showing rubble
004 removed
4 - 018, 019, | plan Post ex plan turf removed
020
3 A 002,003 | plan Post ex plan turf removed
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